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(...why...) 


A small figure was running through the night forest. Two large shadows followed 


A girl was being chased. It seemed as if she was about 14 or 15 years old. The 
moonlight illuminated her silver hair and pale face. Her plainly colored restraint wear 
was severely dirty and torn in several places, revealing her pale skin. There were dark 
stains on her that seemed to be traces of blood. 


The girl repeatedly looked over her shoulder at the gradually closing distance 
between her and the shadows; their impatient faces growing clearer. 


(...Why?) 


If caught, she would be disposed of. Therefore, she was in a desperate struggle 
to escape. The girl just wanted to live. 















It was all because of her body. 

“hah, hah, hah” 

She could not catch her breath. Despite the girl’s lungs having been worn their 
limits out by repeatedly expanding and contracting, they still madly desired oxygen. How 
long had it been since she was last permitted sleep or even something to eat, or drink? 
Even though her body was in Trance form, she had not accumulated fatigue. 

It was only a matter of time before they caught up with her. 

(...WHY!!) 

Although it would be hard to imagine from her expression, a feeling of sorrow 
was scratching inside the girl’s chest. However, no matter how much she cursed her 


unreasonable fate, her circumstances remained unchanged. 


She broke through an interval in the trees, and exited into an open space. 
However, what awaited her was an impasse called despair. 


She was surrounded by three steep cliffs. There was nothing beyond. There was 
nothing under the cliff. Just a jet-black night sky and the expanding Cloud Sea 


illuminated by the moonlight. 


Even though the girl was being hunted down, she thought the scenery was 
beautiful. However, falling from the floating islands meant death. 


A few moments later, a man and woman respectively embarking on the backs of 
high-mobility Robos came into view. 


“Are you sure you wanna stop running away so soon? NO.4,” 
“...Don’t call me by that number,” 
While breathing, the girl slowly looked up. 


“My name is Rose” 


“Hmph, you’re nothing more than a lab experiment” 


The woman exposed her voluptuous body, and directed the gun in her Robo’s 
right arm towards the girl’s face. 


“| wonder, do you have any last words? NO.4,” 
The woman raised the edge of her lips maliciously. 


Next to the woman, the ruthless-looking man observed the girl without a change 
in expression. 


The girl slowly stepped back. The rocks under her feet scattered over the cliff 
and were engulfed by the floating clouds. 


“|..Why...” 
The girl muttered that lone word as she scowled her eyebrows. 
“Why won't you leave me alone? Haven't | already served my purpose?” 


“You don’t need to know that. Simply know that I’m going to kill you because | 
want to” 


“Why...” 
For a moment, the girl strained her face like she was about to cry. 


When the woman saw the state of the girl, she sneered and slightly lowered the 
tip of her gun. 


“| couldn’t shoot such a pretty face” 
“Pretty? Whose face?” 
“This isn’t our, the selected ones, true forms” 


“| didn’t want this” 


The girl’s wish was merely to live freely in the world. That was it. 
“There’s no more time. Let’s take her corpse and go back” 

The man who had kept silent until then urged the woman. 

The girl had few paths left. 

“You want my corpse? | won't let you take it” 


The girl looked beyond and dropped; leaping into the air. Without hesitation, she 
fell entirely below the cliff. 


“Ah, Vermillion!” 


Reacting to the woman's shout, the man jumped off in order to give chase, but 
instantly sprung back up. 


The man hovered midair while changing his Robo into flight mode. 
“This is regrettable, but there’s no time left. Head back, Rouge” 


It would take too long to pursue the girl and the woman’s Trance form was 
weaker. 


Poe kehe 


The woman peered down the cliff for a short while, clicking her tongue and heel, 
before flying back with the man when he returned. 


The floating islands were drifting in the jet-black night sky as always. 








The morning sun rose in the group of floating islands that made up the Shepherd 
Republic. It had already been no less than 30 years since the 2nd Incantation War with 
their neighboring country had ended. There were no noticeable conflicts nowadays; the 
Caninu and Felineko people mutually combined their strength, and coexisted in peace. 


The Caninu had many powerful construction machines that were able to build 
large structures. They possess short, bushy tails, and their whole bodies are covered 
with thin fur. 


The Felineko were an agile race, and many of them were proficient with the 
mysterious magic system. They are covered in thin fur like Caninus, and have thin, long 
tails. 


The capital city of Pharaoh was the largest floating city in the Republic. From 
about a dozen kilometers South of there, was an island too small to be called a city. It 
was a rural village with a population of only a few hundred. 


Rose had fallen near the edge of that village. Consciousness had left her, and 
hunger and fatigue were already setting in. 


—She did not want to die yet. 

Her capacity for survival was strong. After all, it was due to her unique body that 
she was able to survive. Despite blindly jumping off the cliff, she grabbed onto a rock 
drifting near the floating island’s circumference, and promptly leaped onto it. Her 
unsightly body absorbed the landing impact very easily. 

She was set to be disposed of any minute at the experimental facility, before she 
ran away. However, the harsh reality of Rose’s escape was thrust before her, and she 


was injured to the point where there was nowhere left where she hadn’t been harmed. 


She had not even been allowed to merely live. 


Upon hearing a noise from afar, she woke up. As her consciousness became 
clear, she noticed whispering voices. 


Her unconcealed face stood out when she raised it. 


“Ah, it’s alive” 


“Woah, hey, look at that. It doesn’t have any ears on its head, and its nose is flat. 
It's not a Caninu” 


“It’s not a Felineko either, there’s no face markings. In fact, there’s no fur at all” 
“It doesn’t have a tail either” 
(Was | seen?) 


Rose quickly attempted to hide her face, but she did not have enough strength to 
make a difference. 


Their curiosity quickly turned to fear. 


A person had been observing Rose’s form before making their reaction more 
than apparent. 


“What is that, it’s creepy...” 

“It’s not going to attack us, is it?” 

Their curious eyes pointing at her was not any better. 

“Hey, before this, Cyrus said that his giu died. Maybe it was because of that?” 

“Well, my field was torn down, wasn’t it?” 

In this world, there were a considerable number of people who harbored feelings 
of hostility towards the abnormal, and found it best to rid themselves of them. Some 
people desired scapegoats that were easy to blame for their misfortunes. 

Rose raised only her upper body. 


“...L haven’t done anything...” 


“Woah, it talked!!” 


The crowd that had circled around Rose slightly grew. Feelings of fear and 
hatred were easily amplified and spread. 


“It’s a smooth monster—” 
She was mocked by the voice of a child. 


Immediately after, a small rock hit Rose’s left arm. Some had thrown a stone at 
Rose. 


“No, I’m not a monster...” 


While denying their accusations and shielding her face, the flames of fury that 
flared among the villagers only gained momentum. 


—A monster 


Each time she was called that, the inside of her chest felt hollow. There were 
countless holes pierced inside her; wounds causing bitter tears to pour out. 


(What in the world did | do—) 

Rose just wanted to live. 

She was left without escape from the gradually narrowing ring of onlookers. 
“A-ah... it hurts” 


A painful impact hit her forehead and fresh, warm liquid dripped down from it. 
Rose continued to get struck by stones, and was unable to get up. 


(...why?) 


Rose felt a crushingly indescribable sorrow in her chest. She wanted to escape 
from her suffering; the temptation of death beckoned her. 


Even so, Rose still wanted to live. She had yet to see anything in the world. 


As Rose stood up to run away, her field of view darkened. When she raised her 
face, a giant Caninu man carrying axe stood before Rose. 


His eyes were visibly bloodshot. 
“A monster...” 

Rose fell back down. 

“Hey, what the hell is this about?” 


A nonchalant voice came from outside the circle, whereupon the crowd that 
covered Rose without any openings scattered to release her. 


What appeared was a Caninu who was followed by a young boy and girl on both 
sides. The man wore a large hat as well as robe that covered his whole body. He had 
mysterious appearance. 


“What are you doing to this child?” 


Even though he was not trying to be intimidating, the man uttered his voice 
loudly, and the giant Caninu lowered his axe as if he were ashamed. 


The atmosphere of the field started to focus on the man. 
“That’s not a child. Look carefully” 


“It’s good that you’re here, Carmine. You’re a Hunter, please get rid of that 
monster” 


The villagers spoke with hard-pressed expressions on their faces. 
“Monster?” 


The man called Carmine shot Rose with sharp eyes from the inside of his hat. 
His eyes opened in astonishment. 


To escape his unreserved gaze, Rose slightly moved. 


He thoroughly observed her furless hands before Rose instinctively hid them 
behind her back. She turned her face down to endure his stare. 


Responding to that gesture, Carmine averted his gaze. 

“Besides, that girl is wearing...” 

Carmine sensed something and narrowed his eyes. 

The 10 year old looking boy near Rose and Carmine stared at her as well, and 
scratched the headgear on top of his head. He then ran over to Rose’s side; his brown 
tail whirling around. 

A girl around 4 or 5 years old ran after him as well. 


“R-Red, Chocolat, what are you doing!! Get away from that monster at once!!” 


Behind the man with an axe, a middle-aged woman frantically called to the boy 
and girl. 


However, the boy, called Red looked curiously at Rose’s face. 
“Hey, this person, she’s crying” 
With Red’s words, the villagers were unexpectedly hit with silence. 


Rose touched her cheek, but found no traces of tears flowing. Merely pain within 
her heart. 


With the presence of danger diminished, an uncomfortable atmosphere 
dominated the area. Even so, the villagers still spoke selfishly. 


“I-It killed my livestock” 
“It was that monster that destroyed my field” 


“Did you guys see the crime?” 


“| didn’t see it, but I’m certain it was her” 
“That's right, that’s right” 

“Can you swear by your tail?” 

“Well, that’s...” 


As Carmine repeatedly called them into question, the villagers hesitated and lost 
their vigor. 


(...Was it true?) 
Carmine looked to Rose for confirmation, and she shook her head. 


“Even if her nose is short and she doesn’t have any fur, and even if she isn’t a 
Caninu or Felineko, she’s still able to speak. I’ve never seen a monster like that” 


The calmed atmosphere became tense again. 


“Now that | think about it, ever since early morning, that old guy’s face was 
looking red” 


As soon as Carmine had managed to turn the tide, the middle-aged woman 
beside him raised her voice. 


“| wonder, have you been drinking again!?” 

“H-honey,” 

“You good-for-nothing drunkard,” 

Everyone broke out into a fit of laughter due to the suddenly quarreling couple. 
“It’s alright even she doesn't have any fur, isn’t it? | don’t think this girl is so bad” 


Carmine declared his basis, whereupon an atmosphere of relief flowed among 
the villagers. 


“Well, with that reasoning, | guess I'll manage to deal with this child” 
“If Carmine says so...” 


The giant Caninu with an axe gave in, and the gathered people went back home 
in small groups. 


“S-stay away...” 


Rose tried to keep her distance from the approaching Carmine. She was thankful 
that he helped her, but she could not forgive herself. 


“Don’t worry, Master may be a bit of an idiot, but he’s really strong. He always 
manages to get things done” 


“Hahaha, leave it to me. And, I'll have to make sure to hit you later” 
Having said that, Carmine shook his fist at Red, who ran around playfully. 


With their jovial exchanges, Rose’s tense mind became loosened, and her 
consciousness suddenly faded away. 


“Ah,” 
Carmine lifted up Rose, who had collapsed to the ground. 

“Is she okay?” 

Red and Chocolat stretched on their toes to look at Rose’s face. 


“Good grief, to find another Hybrid... The Seven Children’s fates are greatly 
intertwined” 


Carmine muttered to himself as he gazed at the clear, cloudless sky. 
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“EYAAAAAAH, Please stop!!” 


From the inside of a glass case, a sprawled girl bound by chain was screaming. 
The Code stretched around her body faintly shook. 


“No more...” 

“Prepare to apply more strain” 

Looking from the side, a man with a strange form gave instructions to the 
operator. The man who was neither a Caninu nor a Felineko observed the girl inside the 


case with cruel eyes as if he were watching an insect. 


As the operator raised the output, the device rose to a set value before it abruptly 
stopped. The girl’s Trance state loosed and she returned to the form of a Felineko. 


“That’s the degree it can go to? NO. 1 and 2 are still unstable, so | kept it alive for 
backup...” 


The man inhaled deeply, as if he were disappointed. 


When the error went away, the girl’s appearance changed into her Trance state 
again. She lost all of her fur, and her ears and tail had disappeared. 


“What do you think? There seems to be room for extending the duration time a 
little more...” 


“Pointless. That’s enough, please dispose of it. Surely next time will be more 
reliable” 


“Understood” 
Within her hazy consciousness, the girl listened to the conversation. 


(Dispose? Will I... die?) 


As he left, the man glanced at the girl who had no use to him. In his cold eyes, 
the girl trembled from the depths of her heart. She had seen too many people disposed 
of. Former friends who were mercilessly killed. 


The Seven Children, selected for the man’s great ambitions, would be disposed 
of unless they were of use to him. 


(...Why!?) 
Why must they die? Why can’t they be allowed to live? 
The operator looked at the quivering girl with pity. 


She did not want to die yet. 








The girl sprung up vigorously. 
“Hah, hah, hah” 
There was an intense ringing in her ear. 


She was unable to distinguish reality from her dream, causing her to wake up in 
a light panic. 


But now Rose’s body was not wrapped in cold chains as the subject of an 
experiment, but instead in the feeling of a warm blanket. 


Despite that, the warmth caused her tears to soak into her wounded heart. 
“A dream...” 
That had been her worst dream, and she was relieved it was only that, a dream. 


She did not sense any signs of danger there. When Rose regained her 
composure, she hugged her shoulders to confirm their feel. 


It was an unsightly body, however she had not parted with it. She realized that 
she would continue to live like that. 


On both sides of the bed, two familiar young children were laying down and 
asleep. She was fairly certain their names were Red and Chocolat. 


Rose was perplexed and unable to move. 
“Where...?” 


Due to the lack of windows, she was unable to get a clear look of the dim room’s 
interior. 


At the same time, a voice came from another room close by. It seemed that 
someone was having a conversation. One voice was familiar. When she was 
surrounded by the violent crowd, it was that man’s voice which subdued them. She 
recalled that he was called Carmine. 

“... That’s the ‘being’ 


“What's wrong with it?” 


“It’s a Hybrid that is neither a Caninu nor a Felineko... It looks like different 
species” 


“Really? This is the first time I’ve heard about something like that” 


“Basically, Caninu are good at tinkering and Felineko are good with magic, 
however Hybrids possess unknown and immeasurable power that cannot be fathomed” 


“| see, well, is that the girl?” 
(...What are they talking about?) 
Carmine’s companion seemed to be an elderly woman. 


“However, this is a strange one for me to take in” 


“| promised to the villagers before, that | wouldn't just leave her” 

When she heard that, Rose finally realized they were talking about her. 
“Ah, perhaps you are searching for the girl’s destiny” 

“That’s not it” 

“Then, what kind of divine message did you receive this time? Was it from God?” 
“It’s nothing like that, it’s just a sort of vague premonition, you see” 
“Ufufufufu” 

(...Destiny? Divine message? Premonition?) 

What in the world were they talking about? 

“Oh, did you get up lady?” 

With the continued talking stirring him, Red had woken up. 


Chocolat did the same a little later, and made a sweet expression while rubbing 
her puzzled eyes. Her pinkish fur color spurred cuteness as well. 


Red was looking at Rose’s whole body with eyes full of curiosity. He could not 
help himself, and eagerly asked about her face. 


“Hey, hey, lady, why is your nose so short? And why are your ears so tiny?” 

It was childlike innocence. That’s why it was so difficult to deal with. 

Rose was once again reminded of how abnormal she was. Her heart grew heavy 
on that fact. Ever since escaping the experimental facility, the pain in her chest revived 


each time someone saw her appearance. 


If she ran away from there, she would not be killed— Though she had thought it 
out, Rose had nowhere to live. It was still nice even if it was a little frightening. Despite 


Rose’s appearance having been seen, she had not been attacked by the one or two 
assailants. 


“You don’t have any fur, does it hurt?” 

Chocolat gently stretched out her hand in an attempt to touch Rose’s face. 
“Don’t touch me!!” 

Rose impulsively swept away Chocolat’s hand. 


Emotions of anger and sadness suddenly swelled up, and she did not 
understand why. 


The two children ran from the room and yelled at Rose, 
“You don’t have to get so mad!” 


Carmine, who heard the commotion, appeared from another room. Despite being 
indoors, his hat remained on his head. 


“Hey, you two, I’ve been looking after you for a while now. Show some gratitude” 
“Huh...” 
Rose stared at the back of the door the two exited out of. 


The areas where she was hit with stones were covered with medicinal herbs and 
wrapped in bandages. 


Before she knew it, she felt strong emotions and a biting ache from within her 
chest. 


“First of all, let's get something to eat. My hunger’s making me a bit worked up” 


Only after hearing that, was Rose made aware of her body complaining from 
severe hunger. She felt miserable as her stomach growled with poor timing. 


“Oh, you must be out of energy with an empty stomach like that” 


Carmine broadly grinned and laughed, as Rose’s face grew flustered with 
embarrassment. The room was dark, but relaxing. 


Although his hands weren’t really experienced with cooking, he desired for 
Rose’s constitution to improve, so he brought out ordinary bread, meat, and fruit to be 
eaten. 


Carmine sat on a chair and faced Rose. 


“Well then, would you like to tell me you name? I’m Carmine, just your average 
Hunter” 


“_..Rose” 


It was merely a name given to her for convenience at the facility. Still, Rose was 
pleased with it, and it was better than being referred to by a number. 


“Hmm...Rose...?” 

Carmine muttered after thinking to himself. 

“I'll get to the point, little lady, you ran away from Baion’s laboratory, right?” 
Rose swallowed her breath. 


She was shocked to be suddenly confronted with her identity, and the guard she 
had let down in her heart instantly stiffened. 


“...Are you going to sell me back?” 


“Hahaha, If | intended to do that, I’d have done so already. | wouldn't have 
burdened such a poor orphanage with an extra person” 


When Carmine said ‘poor’, he lowered his voice and showed a forced smile. 


“From your restraint wear, perhaps you were going to be disposed of, and so you 
ran away?” 


Rose gave no answers, however her silence gave enough of a positive 
affirmation. 


“And although you had escaped, you collapsed without having a place to go...” 


Rose strongly gripped her blanket as he summarized what had happened in the 
last few days. 


“But, it would seem you're still alive now, aren’t you?” 

It was a pleasant feeling for her to be told that so casually. 
“Do you understand what I’m saying?” 

“| don’t know, I’m not used to other people” 

Carmine shrugged his shoulders, and gave a strained laugh. 


With that response, Rose felt all malintent removed, and expressionlessly stared 
at Carmine. Her eyes lacked various emotions. 


“| was taken to the facility wnen | was very young, and ever since then, my body 
was tampered with as the subject of experiments. There’s no longer any traces left of 
me being a Felineko. | was altered into such an ugly body in exchange for strange 


powers, and | was going to be disposed of because | was useless for that purpose” 


She was going to be disposed of for being useless, and people had thrown 
stones at Rose when they saw her. 


Strong regret welled up. 
“What did | ever do?” 


The world was unfair. There was no doubt. 


It was only a few days ago when she escaped the laboratory before being 
disposed of. She had her heart set on getting away from the facility, and slipped into a 
cargo ship. 


Even so, it had been easy to locate her whereabouts and the two who were given 
special numbers like Rose, had pursued her. 


Rose thought about what, exactly, her life was. 

The world was beautiful. Everything she saw was new and fresh, however, mercy 
was nonexistent. She had only ever known the inside of a confining facility, and the 
outside was cold and rejecting of Rose. 


“| Know nothing about the world...” 


Rose covered her face with both hands while hanging her head down. Its smooth 
touch was a hard fact. 


“If that’s the case, would it be alright if you remembered this? Girls like you are 
strong. It’s way too soon for you to sulk and judge the world” 


Carmine’s large hand gently touched Rose’s head. 
Was the warmth coming through the gloves an illusion? 


“It really is a difficult world for girls to live in. However, there’s only one certainty 
in this world” 


Rose lifted her face and waited for his words. 


“He who laughs last, laughs best. A depressed person with a gloomy face 
definitely won't be able to succeed. That’s the truth of the world” 


Carmine confidently declared that with a large smile. 


Two tiny faces peeked into the room from the door. When Rose noticed, they 
both quickly retracted. 


“What are you doing?” 


When Carmine called out to them, Red and Chocolat appeared shyly. 
However, they only stood at the room’s entrance without entering. 
“Well, well, I-I’m sorry” 

Chocolat’s face was tear-stained as she apologized. 

“_..Sorry about before” 


Red’s manner of speech was blunt, but he still meaningfully looked Rose in the 
eye as he spoke. 


The children’s pureness was shining this time. Their genuineness made Rose 
unsure how to respond. Nevertheless, the mood set and became lighter. 


“...l’m not mad anymore” 
“Really?” 
“Really?” 


The pair's faces shined as their voices collectively said that, and they 
approached the side of the bed. 


Red hopped onto Carmine’s lap, and Chocolat quietly sat on a stool. 

“Hey, hey, let me hear Rose’s story” 

“Big bro, that’s not fair— | wanna hear it, too” 

Rose was overwhelmed and taken aback by the pair's energy. 

“Did you know? Children can properly tell if someone’s a good or bad person” 
Carmine gave Rose a playful smile. 


“You can rest your body here until you’re satisfied” 


Carmine went out of the room as he said that, causing Rose to hurriedly call out 
to him. 


“But, why...” 

Whether or not it would be a kind answer, Rose did not know. 
“Well, I’m not really sure either” 

Carmine shook his head. 

“But, | feel like it’s the right thing to do” 


As he said that, Carmine pointed at his head. 
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The sun was shining brightly again today. It was neither hot nor cold, as the 
Shepherd Republic maintained a mild climate throughout the year. Rose’s physical 
strength had completely recovered. Rose’s body was designed so that, with sufficient 
meals and rest, she could bear any kind of serious injury and be fine. 


When she left the bed, she had put on clothes provided for her. Her hands were 
wrapped in bandages to conceal her skin. At a glance, with the loose robe and large hat 
given to her by Carmine to cover her eyes, it would difficult to tell that she was 
abnormal. 

From outside, she could hear loud voices. 


“Huh...” 


Drawn out towards the clamour, Rose went out to the orphanage’s courtyard. 
The scene of Carmine and Red training played out before her eyes. 


“URYAAA~” 


With a powerful shout, Red prepared to strike Carmine’s head with his wooden 
sword. 


However, Carmine did not flinch. He pulled his head just before the wooden 


sword hit, and used the minimum amount of movement necessary to intersect Red’s 
foot and sweep it out. 


Red jumped greatly and avoided the leg, but instead, Carmine sunk his fist into 
Red’s defenseless abdomen. 


“It was careless to jump like that!!” 


Carmine was not going easy on him, and struck a serious blow, causing Red to 
painfully spew vomit. 


“How long are you going to lie down?” 


Carmine kicked at Red with all his strength. 


Red nearly met with the kick, and rolled back to dodge it. With that, Red rose up, 


wiped his mouth, and repositioned his wooden sword. Then, he leapt towards Carmine 
once more. 


Their swordsmanship marveled Rose. Her eyes could not even completely follow 
them, as they freely feinted each other with unequal footwork. 


That couldn't be the ability of a 10 year old boy. 

(... How?) 

Rose narrowed her eyes as she gazed at him. 

No other children imprisoned at the experimental facility had such skill. 


“Are you surprised?” 


Rose was caught unaware by Panne, the orphanage director, standing next to 
her. 


As she watched, Panne did not seem to mind the their training. Evidently, the 
scene of the two training was ordinary. 


“That girl will save the world someday” 


“It’s difficult to believe with a face like that. Fufu, that’s what | think anyways,” 
Panne smiled at Rose’s narrowed eyes. 

“But, if that’s what Carmine says, then it must be true” 

“Hey... what are you saying?” 

She did not understand. Rose was greatly puzzled. 

“Carmine has premonitions” 

“Premonitions...?” 

She became even more confused. 


“Would you believe me if | said that he rescued you, guided by those 
premonitions?” 


“...Did he say that?” 
Panne nodded. 
Rose did not get the impression that she was being deceived. 


“| cannot tell you what kind of premonition it was, but your encounter with him 
was not a coincidence” 


It wasn’t a coincidence? Was there a significance to their encounter? 


If so, did this body of Rose have significance, as well? 


Intense training continued in the courtyard. 
“At any rate...” 


The child’s opponent was providing him no means of guidance. Was Carmine 
thoughtless, or was it Red that was strange? 


“He seems to be training them in various other arts. Methods of airship operation 
are being driven into Chocolat” 


She seemed to be talking about the airship stored in the back of the warehouse. 
“,...Chocolat is only 5 years old, isn’t she?” 

“That's right” 

Panne firmly and earnestly smiled. 

Rose realized that she was not joking. 

(... How?) 


He knew about Baion’s experimental facility, imparted unusual training to 
children, and had premonitions used to predict the future. 


When looking at Carmine, a mysterious feeling appeared within Rose’s chest. 


Who in the world was he? 
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Rose heard the sound of an impact from a distance. She could feel the 
uncomfortable presence of the dark forest at night fresh in her memory. She realized 
that the two had caught up to her again. Without telling anyone, Rose quietly rushed out 
of the orphanage. 


“?’m sorry...” 


Looking back at the orphanage, she muttered only those words, before running 
towards the outskirts of the village. 


The pursuers were part of the Seven Children who were given numbers like 
Rose. Although Rose was always in her Trance form, her chances of winning were slim 
against the two who rode high mobility Robos. And if she ran away, she could avoid 
involving the orphanage. 


The sound of an explosion roared from behind, causing Rose’s heart to jump. 
She instinctively stopped her feet and turned around. Black smoke ascended from the 
direction of the orphanage. 

“How could...” 

Rose was shocked they attacked the orphanage without finding her first. A 
demon whispered into Rose’s ear that with this, she may be able to escape. The 
pursuers might have lost sight of Rose. If she wanted to survive, the right choice would 
be to escape. 

That's right, even though it was the correct choice, her heart felt pained. 

An image of the innocent Red and Chocolat drifted into her mind. She had yet to thank 
Carmine and Panne, who had taken her in. 
Her feet had not moved for a while. Nevertheless, Rose took a step. 


“Hmm, so you ran away after all? NO.4” 


As she suddenly heard that voice from overhead, Rose’s spine froze. 


She immediately jumped back to the side. A small explosion occurred shortly 
thereafter. 


The ground on which Rose currently stood was largely cracked. 


“So much trouble was taken to help you when you fell down in this place, and 
yet, you abandoned them so easily” 


On the roof of a house, Rouge broadly grinned as she rode on the back of her 
Robo. 


Rose could not say anything. She bit her lip, and desperately looked away from 
her feelings of guilt. 


“That’s right. It’s only natural that you should abandon the inferior species” 

The sharp words of Rouge were piercing. Rose began covering her ears. 

“My my, are you going to run away again?” 

With Rouge placed on its back, the Robo stood in front of Rose’s eyes. The dust 
kicked up by its large body was blown through the wind, as it shook the stone 


pavement. The previously unaware villagers who heard the noise gathered together. 


Rose pulled her hat over her head, and broke out into a run. So as to block her 
way, the Robo fired exploding light bullets from its mouth. 


“Kh...” 


Rose had to drop her body so as not to be blown away by the blast. However, 
her hat had unfortunately been blown away. 


Rouge’s face twisted into a cruel expression. 
Rose did not want to use her powers. Because the villagers had gathered to 


watch, she did not want to display her abnormal abilities, unlike with Rouge, who had 
not attempted to conceal her own Hybrid-transformed body. 


“You make me sick. How long are you going to keep up that sweet little girl act!?” 


A rageful Rouge attacked Rose, without care for their surroundings. Houses and 
roads were being destroyed, one after another. 


Rose dodged her way through the kicks and punches of Rouge’s Robo. Due to 
originally being nothing more than a Felineko, her agility was outstanding. 


“She’s relentless!!” 


Even so, it was difficult to dodge her completely. With a defensive stance, Rose 
was only barely able to take the hit sent out from the blind spot of the Robo’s tail. 


She was thrown against the wall of a house with tremendous force and screams 
occurred among the villagers. It was a force that would have ordinarily killed someone 


instantly, and yet Rose unsteadily stood up from the collapsed rubble. 


However, it seemed that some of her ribs had fractured. With every breath, an 
intense pain ran through her side. 


“It’s still alive?” 

“Those guys, what are they?” 

“Over here, two monsters are going crazy” 

There were such voices in the distance. 

“You're wrong...” 

She wanted to cry out loud that she was not a monster. 
“Shut up, lowlife bastards...” 

Rouge’s hostility was directed toward the villagers, as well. 


Despite feeling like a risky thing to do, Rose raised her voice to attract Rouge’s 
attention. 


“You were a Caninu originally, weren’t you?” 
“I’ve forgotten such old times. I’m a Hybrid now” 
“With a time limit until you become worthless junk,” 


Rose’s cold statement completely changed the expression on Rouge’s face. 
Rose continued provoking her. 


“It’s amusing how you blindly obey Him, even though, sooner or later you're 
going to stop being useful to him” 


“You wanna Say that again...” 
Rouge’s rage was intensifying more than ever before. 
“After all NO.5, you're nothing more than NO.1 and NO.2’s backup” 


“You’re wrong!! | was chosen to lead this world as a Hybrid!! I’m fundamentally 
different from the inferior Felineko and Caninu species!!” 


“You're no different” 
“| said you’re wrong!!” 


With her Robo, Rouge rushed down on Rose, who could not sufficiently move out 
of the way due to the pain in her sides. 


Rose was easily grabbed by both of her arms and pulled high. 
“Gh!” 


With her both of her arms being bitten into and her sides in severe pain, an 
anguished voice leaked out. A cold sweat from her forehead flowed down her cheek. 


“You say you’re not a Hybrid!! Why do you deny yourself?” 


“I... am not... a monster” 


Rose persistently refused, making Rouge’s fury swell more and more. 


“Look here. Look at me!! | have no ears on my head, a short nose, and no tail. | 
don’t even have any fur. However, that is the mark of a Hybrid!!” 


With her Robo’s talon, Rouge tore away the robe wrapped around Rose, and 
ripped up the clothes she wore underneath. Her furless skin was exposed. 


“No... don’t... look...” 


However, all the villagers were gazing up at Rose. Eyes full of awe were staring 
at her abnormal form. 


That was the reality. However much Rose tried to deny it, she would never be 
accepted by the village. 


“Admit it!! You’re not a Felineko, but a Hybrid. The chosen species. It’s 
wonderful!! Here, let the inferior species have a look!!” 


“NOOOO!!” 


She could not bear the treatment, and as expected, tears overflowed from Rose’s 
eyes. 


“Your hobbies are pretty messed up. Seriously...” 

Then, a voice came to be heard from out of nowhere. 

Immediately after, an energy bullet hit the head of the Robo that Rouge was 
maneuvering. The jaw of the Robo biting into Rose’s arms loosened. In a flash, a 
jet-black wind blew by Rouge’s side. 


“Wha-!!” 


It was not unreasonable for Rouge to be shocked. Before she knew it, Rose was 
embraced by the newly appeared jet-black Robo. 


Carmine was on the back of it. 


“You've got some nerve to be keeping quiet about this” 
“lm sorry...” 
“All right, being honest and apologizing is proof that you’re a good kid” 


Carmine's eyes were gentle. They weren't colored with curiosity or awe, they just 
simply stared at Rose. Different tears flowed from her. 


Carmine let Rose off on the stone pavement. 
“Rose,” 


Red and Chocolat came over and covered Rose in a robe. It had Carmine’s 
scent. 


“What are you? And more importantly, where’s that machine!?” 


Rouge was spreading her eyes. It seemed she could not believe that her own 
Robo was inferior to the one with high speed mobility. 


“Rose, you are not a monster. I’m talking to someone with a fallen heart, not a 
monster!!” 


Carmine’s black-toned Robo was somewhat dirty in places. On closer inspection, 
the parts on the Robo’s back were not entirely assembled. One of the wings for its flight 
mode was still missing. 

“You really hope to beat me with that heap of junk?” 


“lll find a way” 


Fearlessly grinning his lips, Carmine closed the distance between him and 
Rouge in an instant. 


Rouge’s scornful grin vanished immediately. Not wasting any strikes, Carmine’s 
Robo swung its sword with refined movements. It was like a battle between an adult and 
a child, similar to the scene of Red training. 


“Amazing...” 
Everyone could see the large difference in ability between the two. 


Carmine was able to predict Rouge’s movements, and ran her down as he kept 
on the offensive. 


“Khhh!” 

Rouge desperately eluded the sword swings of Carmine’s Robo, but was 
gradually being cornered and damaged. From the start, Rouge had not even been given 
the chance to counterattack. Before she could fire light bullets from her talons, her vital 


areas were hit in rapid succession despite being on the defensive. 


Realizing their difference in skill, Rouge challenged the power struggle. The 
sword of Carmine and the talons of Rouge closely clashed into a stalemate. 


Neither side was moving in the struggle, and yet Carmine was clearly pushing 
forward. The edge of his sword was steadily approaching Rouge’s face. 


“You fool” 


With an malicious intent, the edge of Rouge’s lip rose into a broad grin. She 
aimed at Carmine’s back, and an explosive shell drew close with tremendous speed. 


“Master!?” 


Surprised, Red and Chocolat stretched on their their toes to look for the location 
of impact. The shell had by no means missed him. 


“Master!!” 
Red’s shout echoed along the stone pavement. 


—*slash* 


No one was able to understand what had exactly happened. Unbelievably, the 
shell was slashed in two just before hitting Carmine. Before anyone knew it, another 
sword was grasped in the left hand of the Robo that Carmine operated. 

“T-Two swords!?” 


Rouge showed her dismay. 


Furthermore, the shell split in two sunk into the stone pavement without 
detonating. It seemed the fuse was intentionally sliced off with the sword. 


It was no longer the work of something supernatural. Carmine returned with his 
sword, and slashed through Rouge’s Robo. Its right arm and leg were cut off 
simultaneously, and rolled across the pavement. 


“Khh—!!” 


In a hurry, Rouge flashed her anti-gravity field generating wings, and created 
distance between her and Carmine. 


“How dare you...” 


Rouge kept still in the air, her eyes seething with hatred. She attempted to shift 
into a nose dive attack by slanting her position. 


“That’s enough. We're returning, Rouge” 
“VYermillion!!” 


Rouge, who was about to attack, halted in the air again. Another man pursuing 
Rose newly appeared. 


“Urrggghh...” 
It seemed like the furious Rouge could not heed him at all, however she 
unexpectedly got over her combat readiness obediently. Carmine’s mocking voice 


echoed across, 


“What, out of time already? You guys are pretty shabby” 


“Bastard—!!” 


At Carmine’s provocation, Rouge became enraged once more, and Vermillion 
attempted to pacify her. 


“Among us Seven Children, wasn’t there a man who ran away before being 
disposed of?” 


“What’s that got to do with anything!!” 


“It seems he dual wielded swords. It appears that along with the AZI series of 
machines, images of him were gotten rid of” 


“Huh!? Then, then, this guy is really, NO.7!?” 

Rouge’s eyes were mixed slightly with the color of surprise. 

“Don't brand me with a number” 

Carmine spat out those words with displeasure. 

Though she did not want to deny Carmine, Rose was greatly confused. 
(...Carmine is also a Hybrid?) 

However, she had heard rumors of a Number that ran away long ago. 
“It’s time. Let’s go” 

“Uggghhh, | guess it can’t be helped” 


Although Rouge was deeply frustrated, in the end, the two withdrew together on 
their Robos. 


Then, Rose’s whole body became covered in chills. In the distance, the two 
Robos retreated with explosive bloodlust welling up. And then, Rouge’s Robo began 
emitting a faint light. 


“That's...” 


The light from Rouge’s Robo began blinking brighter and accumulating enormous 
amounts of energy. 


“ungh...” 


Involuntarily, Rose groaned from the back of her throat. A tremendous wave of 
vicious nausea came to her. 


The jaw of Rouge’s Robo was opened to the village. Its aim was at the center of 
the village— 


“Those guys, are they planning to annihilate the village!?” 


With a altered expression, Carmine began to run towards Rouge at full speed. At 
the same time, Carmine’s Robo started to shine. 


“Don't! Master, your Robo can’t fly!!” 
Red shouted as if panicking. 
Rouge’s Robo was floating in the air. 
“RAAAAA-!!” 


Carmine's fired energy bullets were absorbed by Rouge’s Robo, having no effect 


on it. 

“Aaah, as expected!!” 

“What do you mean?” 

“The further Master's energy bullets get away from him, the more they lose 
power” 


Red spoke quickly as he explained to Rose without pause. 


Rouge’s Robo covered the whole sky with a whirlpool of light so large that even 
the sun would be considered dim. 


“T-that isn’t dangerous, is it?” 
“T-there’s no way it’s gonna be shot at us, right?” 


Perhaps the villagers were able to sense Rouge’s malice. They gradually felt a 
sense of crisis. At the same time, tremors began gradually shaking the ground. 


“W-Whoa!! R-R-Run away-!!” 

The panicking villagers began fleeing in the blink of an eye. 

“The village is gonna_!!” 

Red clenched his teeth while Chocolat clinged his arm, too frightened to move. 
With that amount of energy, there would be nowhere in the village to escape. 
“Rooose!! You've gotta do it somehow!!” 

Carmine came back and raised his voice from a distance. 

“Me...?” 

“Rose...” 

Red held Chocolat in his arms to protect her. 


If the situation continued, Red and Chocolate’s bodies would become nothing 
more than charred objects. 


“Don't confuse yourself by thinking about it!! Quickly, do it!!” 
Carmine's piercing shout strained her ear. 


Red and Chocolat looked up at Rose with anticipation. She certainly didn’t want 
to see the two of them suffer. She remembered Carmine’s words. 


“I’m talking to someone with a fallen heart, not a monster!!” 

(... That’s right, I’m not a monster) 

Rose concluded that using her Hybrid powers would not make her a monster. 
Determining her feelings, many things came out from her without hesitation. 


Rose increasingly poured all her magical power into her Trance state, spinning the 
world’s principles. Her high speed language could no longer be heard by anyone’s ears. 


Norma - Sala - Loosa... 
Sorya - Sala - Loosa 
...Noh - Arshalia - 


Orly - Loosa...!! 


Rose’s protection magic activated. 


Dazzling light emanated from Rose’s whole body and spread out in a 
hemispherical shape. The mouths of Red and Chocolat fell in amazement at the scene. 


Immediately following that, Rouge fired waves of energy from her Robo and 
directly hit Rose’s protective shield. 


“AAAAAAHHEH-” 
With Rose completely robbed of her mental strength, she strained her voice and 
lost her willpower. From a distance, the complex pattern of light that shrouded the air 


curved as if it were distorting. 


“A...|ittle... more” 


The blood in Rose’s body was assaulted by a boiling-like pain. Even so, her 
concentration was not disturbed. 


The energy waves were forcibly turned around and pierced through the sky, 
orbiting around it. 


“Incredible...” 

Red was staring up at the sky. 

When the waves of energy stopped firing, the village was wrapped in silence. 
After a while, delayed cheering came all throughout the village. It had yet to be seen 
whether or not Rouge had already left. 

“Is it over...?” 

Rose felt relief in her heart over everyone’s safety, but felt light-headed. She was 
exhausted to such an extent that she could no longer stand. Her consciousness faded 
and she collapsed forward, but someone gently caught her. Even without confirming it, 
she understood who the scent was from. 


“| never thought that you would’ve gone so far. Nicely done!!” 


Carmine grasped Rose’s head and roughly tousled it around. She did not know 
why she found it comforting. 


Although many buildings were properly damaged in Carmine and Rouge’s battle, 
miraculously, not a single person was injured. 


“Well, this is a pretty alright outcome. Come on, laugh. In this world, he who 
laughs last, laughs best” 


Even if she was supposed to laugh, Rose did not know what kind of expression 
she was supposed to make. She had completely forgotten how to laugh. She tried 
strenuously to move her facial muscles, but had no success. 


Carmine lifted up Rose. 


“,..She’s lighter” 


“Ah, Rose’s body...” 


Due to using up her power as a Hybrid, Rose’s body returned to the appearance 
of a Felineko. Rose slightly gasped while staring at her desired hands. 


“You're surprisingly young. About 14, 15 years old?” 
“No, don't look...” 


Seeing her original appearance was embarrassing in a different sense. Rose 
covered her face with both hands to conceal it. 


“Big sis, were you fixed?” 

Chocolat looked at Rose with a curious face. 

“No, only for a moment...I’ll revert back soon” 

Rose answered Chocolat from the gaps between her fingers. Moving both of 
Rose’s hands out of the way, Carmine stroked the silver hair dividing her face and 
properly peered into it further. Rose had no power to resist him. 


“Stop...” 


As he approached, her face became hot. She hoped it wasn’t red. Rose had no 
choice but to bear it. 


Then, for some reason, Carmine became lost for words. 
“...Y-You’re...” 


Carmine staggered at his feet, and mumbled something. Rose did not know what 
to make of it. 


“Pheeeew~” 


Carmine looked up at the sky with a long sigh. Rose was also lured into gazing 
up at the beautiful soreading sunset. The sunset’s color dyed the air very gently. 


sedvs thank you” 

Rose muttered with a very low voice. 

“Did you say something?” 

“No, nothing” 

There were people there accepting of Rose. To Rose, who had stood at the edge 
of despair, they lent a helping hand. It was nothing special to them, they did it naturally. 
Still, for Rose, she was happy enough to be brought to tears. 

— To live in this beautiful world. 


That was what she strongly wished for. 


Knowing peace for the first time since birth, Rose fell asleep. 
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